
APPENDIX A

Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 2020-21 

It’s been another ‘interesting’ 12 months! 

This time last year, Covid had prevented us from producing the regular program and we 
were using a barrage of emails and the newsletter to keep us going on a weekly basis.  Our 
walk leaders and the Walks Officer(s) did a magnificent job by keeping an ad hoc program of 
walks going. 

Your committee. As I’ve said many times in the past, our club’s administration succeeds so 
well because we have a committee whose members not only work well together, but also 
work so well independently.  Each toils away at their respective tasks and is in very regular 
contact by email or phone with the remainder as needed. This is not to say we don’t 
sometimes have lively debates at committee meetings, though!   

Achievements over the Past Year.   

The club’s two aged laptop computers were replaced and the software updated – we expect 
to get the best part of 10 years’ service from these. 

Deidre completed a detailed indexed listing of all the topographic maps the club holds and 
this is on the website in the Resources for Members area. 

Prue, aided by David, revised and pruned the preliminary pages in the Walks Program, 
resulting in a more concise document.  This was then synchronized with the information on 
the website to make sure there are no inconsistencies. 

The website has been refined and I’ll let the Web Manager report on this.   

While Covid curtailed many of our traditional social activities, Elaine and her sub-committee 
just kept on finding new short-notice outings (based mainly on the weather forecast) that 
were much-appreciated.  She’ll report separately on these. 

The President.  I am not standing for re-election this year, because I think it’s time for a 
change.  It’s been an honour to have been given the responsibility to be your president over 
the last three years.  I am sure my replacement will bring new ideas and energy to the role.  
I’ll continue as editor of the newsletter for the time being. 

All the best for the coming year. 

Peter Dalton 
President 
August 2021 
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Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

WALKS OFFICER’S REPORT 2020-21 

Ad Hoc walks, bimonthly programs and a six monthly program. Not quite what I had 
anticipated when I was elected to the position of Walks Officer. However, with great 
cooperation from our many leaders we have maintained a program through all of the year.  

On our walks over the twelve month period we have had 2869 participants, with 17 visitors 
and 13 children joining us. These walks were initiated and undertaken by 42 different 
leaders. It is so pleasing to have such a high level of volunteering and participation for an 
overall total 212 activities. 

Our Walks Program has survived Namadgi and Tidbinbilla closures, flooding issues, bridge 
washaways, track closures, deer culling, the odd bushfire and even a pandemic, but mostly 
we have been able to keep walking.  

Our program provides Easy or Medium and occasionally Hard Walks every Saturday and 
Sunday either in the ACT or surrounding areas within an hour’s drive from the meeting point. 
On the majority of Wednesdays either on our own, or in conjunction with other Clubs, we 
provide Easy, Easy-Medium and Medium-Hard walks, all of which which are increasing in 
popularity.   

Family Walks: Once again Family Walks have not been held this year as interest in these 
walks had declined in recent times. Should the need arise the Committee will certainly 
consider reinstating them. 

Leaders: Our Club thrives on the enthusiasm and commitment of our leaders and without 
them nothing on our Program would exist, so on behalf of all members of the Club I want to 
express my great appreciation to them. They all continue to amaze with offering both new 
and favourite walks for each Program. 

Walks Sub-Committee: The members of this Committee spent a lot of time during the year 
working with our walks leaders and organising their walks into the Walks Program. We try to 
ensure that the walks each week go to interesting areas and provide walks of differing 
walking levels. We always need new leaders and will support and accompany our new 
leaders on the early walks that they lead. Please don’t hesitate to offer yourselves if you 
have an idea for a walk or would like to try leading. You will find skills that you never knew 
that you had.  

The Sub-Committee this year has been:  
Easy Wednesday Walks:     Robyn Kelly  62880449 
Weekend Walks:      Jillian Bellamy  62863766 

WALKS NUMBERS ATTENDING

Easy Walks 746

Medium Walks 672

Easy Wednesday Half Day Walks 495

Easy Medium Wednesday Walks 328

Medium Hard Wednesday Walks 263

Walks on Trips Away 265

Walks on Social Activities 82

Training 18
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Easy/Medium Wednesday Walks:    Kathy Handel  62383596 
Medium/Hard Wednesday Walks:    Peter Wellman  62885985  
I would also like to thank our two Emergency Officers, Doug Finlayson and Col Boreham 
who have always been just a phone call away if required. 

Guidelines for Leaders: At the whole of Club level considerable effort was put into revising 
and updating the guidelines for leaders. If you haven’t read it yet, I urge you to have a quick 
browse so either as a walker or leader you have an idea of what to expect on a walk: http://
www.brindabellabushwalking.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/BBC-Guidelines-for-
Leaders-June-2021.pdf 

When I started preparing this report, I was looking forward to confident year ahead with an 
active bushwalking program, now however it will be anyone’s guess. Whether it be 
bushfires, park closures, road closures or the odd pandemic you can be assured that we 
have walks waiting to be lead and leaders waiting to lead. 

Looking forward to another year of walking………… 

David Wardle 
Walks Officer 
August 2021 

http://www.brindabellabushwalking.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/BBC-Guidelines-for-Leaders-June-2021.pdf
http://www.brindabellabushwalking.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/BBC-Guidelines-for-Leaders-June-2021.pdf
http://www.brindabellabushwalking.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/BBC-Guidelines-for-Leaders-June-2021.pdf
http://www.brindabellabushwalking.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/BBC-Guidelines-for-Leaders-June-2021.pdf
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Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

TREASURER’S REPORT 2020-21 

The BBC started the financial year with $17,163.92 and finished the year with $17,235.50.  Our 
surplus for the year was $71.58. 

The income is derived from membership subscriptions and a little interest on monies held in the 
bank.  The subscriptions were very similar to last year.  Additional money was gathered from 8 
members who are not currently walk leaders for the First Aid training program, and then paid to the 
Training Provider.  The 5 current walk leaders who did the training were paid for by the Club. 

Expenses were higher this year compared to last year as new laptop computers were bought for 
the Secretary and Membership Secretary, First Aid Training was provided for leaders and there 
were a few more social activities.   Our biggest expense continues to be our Insurance and 
Affiliation - $3990.24 paid to Bushwalking NSW. 

The Committee recommends no change in fees for the coming year, and no change to the rate for 
taking a passenger in your car. 

The Financial spreadsheets, books and receipts have been audited by Jo Klemke who found them 
to be in order.  I would like to thank Jo for reviewing the Financial Papers.  Jo declined any 
payment, however a pot plant has been given to Jo in appreciation of her expertise and time. 

I would also like to thank all the Committee for their support over the year.   

  
Lana Burmester 
Treasurer 
August 2021 
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Assets  as at 30 June 2021

Description

Acquisitio
n  

Date
Original 

Cost
Open  
WDV

Depn  
Metho

d 
(Prime

)
YTD 
Depn

Closing 
WDV

Deletion 
Date Comments

Topographic Maps Various
Unknow

n $0 100% $0 $0  See below

Steripen Feb-08 $208 $0 13% $0 $0  
Held by Prue 
Deacon

Seagate External HDD No 1 Mar-12 $100 $0 25% $0 $0  Held by Secretary

Seagate External HDD No 2 Mar-12 $100 $0 25% $0 $0  Held by President

ACER “Aspire” 5742 laptop 
No 1 Mar-12 $500 $0 25% $0 $0

23-
Feb-21 Sold by tender

ACER “Aspire” 5742 laptop 
No 2 Mar-12 $500 $0 25% $0 $0

23-
Feb-21 Sold by tender

Paper Shredder Oct-14 $100 $0 20% $0 $0  
Held by Membership 
Secretary

PLB - KTI SA2G May-16 $270 $162 10% $27 $135  Held by John Clune

PLB - KTI SA2G May-16 $270 $162 10% $27 $135  
Held by Leigh 
Hermann

Advertising Table Throw Oct-19 $150 $120 20% $30 $120  Held by Secretary

Advertising Banner Oct-19 $184 $147 20% $37 $130  Held by Secretary

Lenovo Vivobook laptop Feb-21 $648 $648 20% $130 $518  Held by Secretary

Lenovo Vivobook laptop Mar-21 $648 $648 20% $130 $518  
Held by Membership 
Secretary

$3,678
$1,88

7 $381 $1,556

Notes:  WDV = Written down value

Depn = depreciation

YTD Depn = this financial year's 
depreciation

The maps are depreciated by 100% when 
bought.  

No maps have been purchased in recent years. They are now available free online at www.maps.six.nsw.gov.au or 
leaders use GPS.

Acer laptops disposed by tender in Feb 2021 and will be removed from this register for future 
years.
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Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT 2020-21                          

Statistics for the membership year 

New and returned members this year:            85 
Members who have not renewed:                   76 

Comments: 
We have had an overall increase in members of 9 this year, a similar number to last year.  
The reasons given for not renewing by those ex-members who contacted me were moving out of 
the area, injury and not walking at a suitable level for our club. 

There has been a drift away from receiving printed programs. In June only 65 members received a 
posted program. 

I know this request has been made each year, but again the importance of completing a 
Membership Form, when the annual fee is deposited into the bank, cannot be overlooked. That 
form is the only evidence the Membership Secretary will receive that a member wishes to renew 
their membership. 

Another reminder to all members is to please send an email to the Membership Secretary if any of 
your details change, especially your email address. The Data Base can then be updated and the 
edited email address can be sent to Allan Mikkelsen, who manages the BBC member’s address 
list. 

Davinia Wells 
Membership Secretary 
August 2021 

Memberships 316

Adult Members 392

Children 17

Total Members 409
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Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

SECRETARY’S REPORT 2020-21 

Again it has been a challenging year but one in which your Committee has endeavoured to keep 
Club activities rolling along as near to normal as possible.  As in past years we have held three 
Committee meetings during the year to discuss and make decisions on important emerging issues 
affecting Club operations. 

The first meeting for the newly elected Committee took place on 6th October 2020 at which we 
discussed arrangements for upcoming social events (involving outdoor activities) that our creative 
Social Convenor was proposing in the absence of some of our usual indoor social events due to 
Covid 19 restrictions. 

We also considered other difficulties being experienced by Committee members in carrying out 
their responsibilities in these Covid times, and following the bushfires, especially for the Walks 
Officer in putting together a feasible Walks Program, and the Training Officer in arranging a viable 
First Aid course. 

At this meeting the Committee discussed the generous offer by Deidre Shaw to index and store the 
significant number of maps the club holds. Our thanks to Deidre for this sterling effort. 

Issues also raised concerned how the Club should deal with difficult people, and the need to 
include on the notice to prospective walkers when registering for walks by email that they were 
acknowledging the risks. 

Our second meeting on 23rd February 2021 was held in a more optimistic atmosphere, as Covid 19 
restrictions continued to be held mostly at bay in the ACT.  A suggestion that the Mt Ainslie Twilight 
event be ceased or replaced with a less taxing walk was considered by the Committee. It was 
agreed however that this was such a traditional event it should be retained and those who found it 
beyond their capabilities could always drive to the top and join in the festivities. 

After 10 years service it was decided to replace the now outdated Club computers used by the 
Secretary and Membership Secretary. This was much appreciated by myself as my new computer 
is so much faster and easier to use for the recording and retaining of the many Club files.  

The Committee discussed some of the problems being encountered by BBC members in getting 
onto the list for trips away when these are organised jointly with other clubs whose members had 
priority. The possibility of adopting a quota system by the other clubs was suggested or 
alternatively opting out of such trips to avoid disappointments to BBC members were considered. 
This issue was raised with the other clubs. 

The Committee also considered how best to inform members of action to take in the event of a late 
return from a walk and this was followed up with additional warnings in the BBC Newsletter and on 
the Club website. We also discussed at this meeting the need to condense the preamble in the 
Walks Program which had become overly long and wordy. Prue and David took on the onerous 
task of pruning the preamble by retaining what was considered vital information while shifting other 
detail via links to the website. 

Regarding the ongoing task of indexing the large collection of donated maps and making these 
easily accessible to members, the Committee decided that the indexes be listed on the “Members 
Only” section of the Club website with guidance on their use. 

Of ongoing concern was the proposed new legislative changes issued by the ACT government 
covering Incorporated Associations and requiring all such organisations to incorporate dispute 
settling procedures into their constitutions. The Committee considered the research paper on the 
issues produced by Peter Ford and agreed that until Access Canberra updates the Model Rules on 
which the Club constitution is based we should hold off changing our constitution which is quite an 
onerous process. 
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The last meeting for the Club year held on 22nd June, 2021 had a full agenda with many different 
issues discussed. Arrangements under Covid 19 safety protocols for the AGM were outlined and 
the end of year financial report presented to the Committee as well as a proposed budget forecast 
for the coming year. 

General website issues and whether or not to continue to include deceased honorary life members 
on the website list were discussed. The Committee agreed that all honorary life members both 
living and deceased represented an important part of the Club’s history and should continue to be 
recognised. Existing life members will be shown in one part of the website and deceased honorary 
life members separately. 

The problems with including a First Aid section in the Guidelines for Leaders were discussed with 
some differing views expressed. Given the difficulties of ensuring that this information was always 
up to date as First Aid information and practices change frequently, it was decided to only provide 
an up-to-date reference to the emergencies section of the Bushwalking Manual for leaders to tap 
into while encouraging all leaders to undertake regular Club sponsored First Aid training courses. 

We also considered improvements to the walks sign on sheet so that participants are encouraged 
to list a contact number for someone to be contacted in case of emergency, such as injury or 
illness rather than their own number. Also agreed were ways of enabling members to better access 
the newly indexed maps, with Deidre Shaw and Prue Deacon assuming responsibility for preparing 
indexes and guidance for their use on the website. 

The Committee agreed that the need to have a separate “Members Only” section of the website 
was becoming unnecessary due to the existence of the Club Facebook page and more reliance on 
email communications. More information is to be shifted to the front end of the website to make it 
available to all interested people and there will be no “Members Only” area. 

Julie Pettit 
Secretary 
August, 2021 
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Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

SOCIAL CONVENOR’S REPORT 2020-21 
 
During the 2020/2021 year, the club has enjoyed the following social activities: 

Spring Family Picnic – Friday 16 October 2020 
A good crowd attended the third spring picnic in Weston Park despite the chilly weather.  Canberra 
has so many beautiful outdoor venues.  Unfortunately, it’s potluck with the weather. 

A BYO event with sharing of nibbles and desserts worked well. 

Christmas Party – Friday 11 December 2020 
Breaking with tradition, due to covid restrictions, this year’s Christmas party was held in Weston 
Park.  Unfortunately, a little crowded with lots of Christmas parties.  Again, the weather was chilly, 
but still a good attendance.   

Lunch time picnic and optional walk Uriarra Crossing – Monday 5 October 2020 
A welcome event after the lifting of some covid restrictions.  26 adults, 8 grandchildren and 1 well 
behaved dog in attendance.  Also, a BYO event with something to share.   

Train trip to Bundanoon – Friday 23 October 2020 
What a fabulous day!!!  All for $2.50 return (approx. 2 hrs each way).  An early start (7 am), 
departed Bundanoon 1:55 pm, and free parking at the Kingston Railway Station.  Great weather 
and the cicadas were almost deafening.  23 attendees – 13 walked the Erith Coalmine loop in 
Moreton National Park (2 ½ hrs). 10 members opted for a shorter scenic walk (just over an hour). 
Naturally, we started the day with morning coffee and spread ourselves around the coffee shops. 
All very doable and relaxed to do the trip in 1 day.  I was going to organise a similar event again 
this year, but sadly not so in the current covid climate.  Hopefully, October 2022. 

Heritage walk of Hall and visit to historic Allwood Cottage (Wallaroo Road, NSW) – Friday 22 
November 2020 
20 attendees met at Daughters of Hall for morning coffee (and a chat) before heading off to explore 
the village guided by the brochure produced by the National Trust.  The property Allwood is 6 kms 
away and the owner Judy Roberts is a most gracious hostess.  It was a hot day, but we were very 
comfortable sitting under the beautiful elm trees with a gentle breeze blowing.  We enjoyed a picnic 
lunch and something to share (tables and chairs provided).  Judy spoke about the history of the 2 
cottages and the restoration process before we wandered through for a looksee.  The poddy lambs 
were delightful. For a $5 donation, this was a wonderful day out in the country.   

Following on from this, a few of us attended Brass on the Grass in November – a great community 
event held on the old school grounds.   

Due to the popularity of the Hall outing, another visit is planned for autumn on a Thursday in 
autumn 2021. 

Mt Ainslie Sunset Walk – Monday 8 February 2020 
32 attendees and 1 grandchild this year, a good number despite the weather and changing from 
Friday the 5th (due to predicted thunder storms).  What a great venue to celebrate the beginning of 
the walking year with champagne, yummy nibbles and fruit.  Lots of happy and chatty members 
watching the sunset. 

Early evening drinkies, nibbles and picnic tea Lennox Gardens– Sunday 7 March 2021 
This was a short notice event attended by 23 members and Bella Fox (well loved dog).  What a 
lovely location sitting under beautiful trees near the sparkling water on the lake and enjoying 
Canberra’s fabulous autumn weather!!!   

Heritage walk of Hall and visit to historic Allwood Cottage (Wallaroo Road, NSW) – Thursday 
18 March 2021 
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Due to popular interest in last November’s event, this event was repeated. 17 members and 1 
visitor attended.   

Everyone enjoyed this wonderful insight into the past which showed us what a hard life the early 
pioneer families in the district led, and what their day to day lives must have been like. Thanks to 
Judy and Rod Roberts for this most interesting visit and thanks to Julie for your contribution to this 
social outing. 
Morning Coffee National Library of Australia – Easter Monday 5 April 2021 
What a glorious autumn day in Canberra!!!   We skipped the walk and lunch as we were so relaxed 
enjoying out yummy coffee and talking.  Hats off to Rene (80 in a couple of weeks) who rode her 
bike 17 kms (and 17 kms home) to meet 10 other happy members. There are now 11 of us who 
are super, super, super intelligent after standing on the Pantainos Stone (Stone of Knowledge), 
over 200 years old – a gift from the Greek Government. 

Octogenarian / autumn picnic - Uriarria Crossing – Saturday 17 April 2021 
Covid-19 prevented us from holding this popular event last year, so it was great to see it back on 
the calendar in 2021.  24 attendees, 17 of those over 80 (or turning 80 this year).  A perfect 
weather day,  and after the walks we enjoyed champagne and a variety of cakes, fruit and finger 
food. A big thanks to those of you who made the cakes for us and to our two walk leaders.  Great 
to see the club banner on display.  

Heritage walk and lunch Bungendore – Monday 31 May 2021 
Another successful outing on a beautiful day (24 attendees – including two 91 year olds).  Early 
morning coffee at the Woodworks Gallery Café (very welcome on a rather chilly morning).  Such a 
happy group!!!  We split into groups for the town walk and met in the village square for lunch – 3 
tables in the beautiful sunshine.   

The newsletters have included a blog and photos from our social events. 

There have been some different events this year due to covid and I have had lots of positive 
response, so I will continue to organise.  I like the idea of short notice activities when the weather 
forecast is known.   

Future events include breakfast in Belconnen on Lake Ginninderra (September) and heritage 
walks (Queanbeyan and Yass – needless to say these will have to wait).  Always happy for your 
ideas. 

Thank you to the members of the Social Committee (Colleen, Julie, Monty, Suzanne, Wendy and 
Terry) for your contribution to the club’s social events.  Nishat and Deidre were a great help at the 
sunset walk event.  A great team, pitching in behind the scenes to make our social events 
successful. 

Elaine Atkinson 
August 2021 
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Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT OFFICER REPORT – 2020-21 

Walk Leaders' First Aid Course 
Successful completion of a first aid course is not a mandatory requirement for walk leaders, but is 
strongly recommended. 
Fourteen people attended this year's BBC First Aid Course. 
The BBC Management Committee remain ultimately responsible for ensuring that the club's 
activities meet with expected standards of good practice and that members and visitors do not 
suffer damage or loss through the club's activities. 
BBC first aid courses are tailored to contain both the requirements of our club and most of our 
leaders, with consideration given to: 
 a. cost,  
 b. covering bushwalkers specific first aid, and  
 c. the practical component must not be longer than one day. 
The course is open to all BBC members, with walks leaders being funded by the BBC.   
The cost per person this year was $95. 
The nationally accredited senior First Aid course consisted of an online component followed by a 
one day practical and BBC specific bushwalking component. 
The course was conducted by Canberra First Aid. 

Navigation and Leadership Training 
Successful completion of the Navigation and Leadership course is not a mandatory requirement for 
walk leaders, but is strongly recommended. 
Twelve people attended the 2020 Navigation and Leadership Training Course (including the CBC 
Training and Development Officer). 
The BBC has an ageing membership, but we are getting new members who wish to become 
leaders. 
The content of the training comprises a one-day introductory course on daylight terrestrial 
navigation training (mapcraft, compass, GPS etc) plus the duties and responsibilities of a Walks 
Leader.  
The course is held in a bush setting. 
The 2021 Navigation and Leadership Training Course shall be advertised October/November via 
Email and shall be held on a Tuesday. 

Bob Chittenden 
BBC Training and Development Officer 
August 2021 
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Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

FACEBOOK ACTIVITY REPORT 2020-21  

I took over the administration of the Facebook page 12 months ago. Thanks to Helen Locke for the 
excellent framework she left in place for me. 

The Facebook page has 674 followers. 
  
The page is to provide members and others interested in the Club with information about the walks 
and social events being held by the Club.  I also post articles which I think may be of interest to 
members. The page provides a contact point for queries about membership and other issues.   We 
reach about 400 – 500 people per month   

Messaging/Inbox Activity: The messaging feature continues to be well utilised by visitors/
members  

Walks and Trip photos and reports: I really appreciate the contribution of members and 
followers. As an easy and easy/med walker I particularly enjoy the reports of walks that are above 
my walking grade. That said though, I enjoy all contributions. I get feedback from other members 
that this is also a highlight for them. Thank you very much to all contributors. 

Conclusion: As a means of advertising the Club and informing members and followers of 
upcoming walks and events, the Club’s Facebook strategy continues to be successful. I encourage 
anybody who takes photos to send them to me – you don’t have to include a report. I also 
encourage people who do multi day walks, independent of the club, particularly interstate (or 
overseas if that ever happens again) to share their photos and experiences with us so that 
members might get new ideas for their leisure and holidays. 

Heather McLoughlin 
Facebook Administrator  
August 2021 
facebook@brindabellabushwalking.org.au 
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Brindabella Bushwalking Club 

WEBSITE MANAGER’S REPORT 2020-21 

Our website is designed to meet two primary needs of the club - i.e. to present the club to 
prospective members and to act as a resource for members.  In this respect, the most 
important parts of the website are, of course, the current program and contact details of 
office holders.  However, there are also many other features that are available should you 
wish to explore further. 

Two significant changes were made through the year.   

First, after having thought about it for several years, we finally ‘bit the bullet’ and did away 
with the need for a password to access the ‘Resources for Members’ section.  This 
allowed us to dispense with the practice of compiling two versions of the walks program - 
a complete one for members and an abridged one for the public which did not show the 
surnames of leaders.  We took the view that this practice achieved little as, quite often, the 
leaders’ surnames were then shown in the email addresses that followed. 

Secondly, we limited the list of life members to the living and included brief tributes to 
former life members.  

There have also been important additions to the website and, as outlined in the July 
Newsletter, substantial revisions to the guidelines for leaders.  Particular thanks are due to 
the President and the Vice-President for these. 

In line with the club’s principle of ‘keeping it simple’ the website is a simple and 
inexpensive one.  Personal information is kept to a minimum.  There is no link to the club’s 
membership list and, apart from the names and contact details of committee members 
and leaders of programmed walks, no personal information is held on it. 

Any offer to contribute to the work of website management and thereby learn a bit about it 
would be welcome. 

Peter Ford 
Website Manager 
August 2021 

  


