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From the President

When one has been walking as long as me you tend to collect books and
maps that interest you. This month I’ll talk about some of the books | have.
Usually there is a reason you may have them. It maybe you have walked
there and want to know the history of places. Here are just some of them.

With Swag and Billy. This was issued by the NSW government Tourist bureau
in 1906. It has information on walking generally and then goes into ideas
from day trips to trips up to 10 days. Great for information on how walking
started.
The Hiking Guide (early 1900’s) by the Palmers Community Hiking
Association.
Miles Dunphy Selected Writings. A great conservationist and Map Producer.

In the early days they only had Parish Maps and they were woefully inadequate.

Pigeon House and Beyond by the Budawang Committee.

Fitzroy Falls and Beyond by the Budawang Committee.

Wayfaring the Wollemi by Andy Macqueen.

Back from the Brink by Any Macqueen

Huts of the High Country by Klaus Hueneke

All of these books are useful for reference and for historical purposes.

For example, as | trained as a cartographer, | was very interested in the Myles Dunphy book as it describes how
he produced some 20 or so sketch maps using only Parish Maps as a starting point. He also produced the Blue
Mountains Burragorang map for the Lands Dept in the 1930s.

The Huts of the High Country interested me when | was a regular cross country skier in my younger days. It was a
good reference point on the condition of these huts.

| know you can get information from the internet but you need to know what you are looking for.

Happy Walking

“After a day’s walk everything has twice its usual value.” — George Macauley Trevelyan

Vale Allan Mikkelsen

Sadly, long-term member Allan Mikkelsen passed away last Thursday. We will email all members with his
funeral details when known and there will be a tribute to him in the next newsletter

Facebook
Our Facebook Manager regularly posts photos, walk reports and information about upcoming activities.
Pay a visit and see what our members are planning or have recently have been up to.
https://www.facebook.com/BrindabellaBushwalkingClub/

Please send your walk reports and photos to our Facebook Manager at
facebook@brindabellabushwalking.org.au

BBC Website

www.brindabellabushwalking.org.au [All newsletters are on the website]



http://www.brindabellabushwalking.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/BrindabellaBushwalkingClub/
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The Canberra link to a World War 2 Aircraft crash in England

This is the story of an aeroplane crash in England during WW?2 involving two Australian airmen, and an
extraordinary coincidence in Canberra some 82 years later.

One day in March 2026 at the Southlands Tennis Club in Mawson ACT, Therese mentioned she was off to the UK
touring. | said rather lightheartedly, “don’t forget to visit Cheshire, its “capital”, Chester and in particular Northwich
where | was born”. Margie piped up, “that’s where my mother’s first husband, Robert Brown, was killed in a plane
crash in WW2”. “l know about that crash.” | said, “and there is a Canberra connection!”

One of our local Canberra bushwalks full of historical interest is along the Old Tuggeranong Road, starting near the
paint ball place, Monaro Highway, Tuggeranong, Canberra. The gravel road rises gently and passes the Melrose
Valley property with its beautiful homestead and heads towards an old railway line, which linked Goulburn and
Cooma.

The Melrose Valley homestead was built by Faulkner Andrew Ormiston, a dentist from Sydney who took over the
property in 1938. He intended that his son Faulkner Adrian Andrew Ormiston would take over the property in due
course. Adrian was a student of Canberra Grammar School. In 1941 at age 20 he joined the RAAF and after training
was transferred to UK as a pilot.

Another recruit to the RAAF in 1941 was Robert Phillip Henry Brown, born in Canbelego NSW. He was married to
Edith Rosabel Mortimer and worked as a spray painter in Manly, Sydney at the time of his enlistment in the RAAF in
September 1941. He completed his initial pilot training before sailing to the UK in 1942 where he trained in
Albemarle transport aircraft.

The twin-engined Albemarle was a workhorse plane which could be used as a bomber but more often for carrying
paratroops (about 10 soldiers) and towing gliders with troops (about 35) and/or supplies onboard. On that fateful
day, April 15 1944, an Albemarle (K160) was practising for the D Day landing of Allied forces in Normandy (6 June
1944); its probable role was to drop airborne troops behind enemy lines. It had a crew of five, two Australian pilots
and three RAF airmen —

F/Sgt Robert Phillip Henry BROWN (pilot)

W/O Faulkner Adrian Andrew ORMISTON (pilot)
F/Sgt John CRICHTON (nav)

Sgt Aubrey Gerald CROWE (Wop/AG)

Sgt Alexander EWEN (AG)

The plane was about 40 miles off course, apparently deliberately, and flew over the village of Hartford, Northwich,
Cheshire, where Sgt Crowe’s wife lived. It made three low passes over the village. The third was so low, a wing
struck a chimney stack near Crowe’s wife’s house. The plane crashed into a wall opposite a row of shops on Chester
Road and through trees onto a field (Grange Farm), just missing a baby in a pram. The crew were all killed except
Sgt EWEN.

A young lad, Ted Cross, 15 at the time, and a friend of my Cheshire cousin Alan, was at the railway station and rode
his bike to the crash and helped pull bodies from the wreckage along with two American servicemen. Cousin Alan
provided me with information from the Northwich Guardian newspaper about the crash and subsequent events.

The two Australians were buried at Blacon, Chester a special cemetery for armed service people. There are 461
Commonwealth burials there. Sec.A., Robert Brown, Grave 237, Faulkner Ormiston, Grave 65.



Some 70 years later controversy occurred in Hartford over a housing development (whose main road is Albemarle
Avenue) and, in particular, a proposal, considered inappropriate by some, to build a car park at the scene of the
crash. This led the Hartford Civic Society to arrange for a memorial plague and a Remembrance Service on
Wednesday April 15 2015. Air Cadets and representatives of the RAF Association with their standards took part in
the commemoration led by an RAF Padre. The Lord Lieutenant of Cheshire, David Briggs, unveiled the memorial
plague on the wall at the scene of the crash, alongside Christine Falland, the granddaughter of the Hartford crew
member, Sgt Gerald Crowe. The Last Post and Reveille were sounded, followed by a piper playing the lament
“Flowers of the Forest”. The memorial plaque says in part, “Four of the five-man crew were killed. Sgt Gerald
Crowe, a Hartford man was one of them”. It does not mention the other crew members by name.

I am amazed how this story and coincidence came about, arising from a chat between games at the Southlands
Tennis Club. Margie knew of this WW2 event in England through her mother’s, Edith Rosabel Mortimer, marriage
to the pilot, Flt Sgt Robert Brown. | knew about it through local Canberra research of the Melrose Valley
homestead, its original (1938) owner and his son, Warrant Officer Adrian Ormiston, who happened to be the
co-pilot of that particular aeroplane, plus my connection with Northwich, the scene of the crash and my birthplace;
all because Therese mentioned her upcoming trip to the UK!

Eric Pickering 19 March 2026

Photograph below shows Brown front centre and Ormiston behind him

m

New Members

We welcome the following people who have joined the club in recent months.

Kate Keating Jenny Bruce lan Ryan Melissa Prowse

Habiba Gitay Trina Merrell Peter Malone Patricia Brodie

Jenny Andrews Lisa Quilter Anthony Swan Hugh Sweatman

Laura Castell Catrina Vignando Nhung Nguyen Katrina and Scott Freeman
Narelle Comer Brian Knowler Toni Lea Daniel Notley



‘Parks Around Lithgow’ trip from 18-15 April

Sonja Weinberg
Photo credits to Bill G, Sonja W, Phillip G, Jan G and Joanne B

’

12 walkers were spoilt with the diversity of landscapes for our week of day hikes on the BBC ‘Parks Around Lithgow
trip from 18-15 April, led by Bill and Deborah Gibson. We based ourselves at the tourist park in Lithgow, which
seems like an unlikely centre for such activities, but it’s only a stone’s throw from a variety of fabulous areas for
walking and National Parks, including Gardens of Stone Conservation Area, Wollemi National Park and the Blue
Mountains National Park.

The group at Evans Lookout

Our adventures ranged from traversing deep gullies covered in lush ferns; wandering through a pitch black glow
worm tunnel; wading through both wet and dry canyons; joining the throngs on the iconic Blue Mountains Grand
Canyon Walk; a hike to and lunching at Gooch’s Crater; clambering up a ladder to Cox’s Cave, and climbing to the
summit of the Ruined Castle (a full list of the walks is below).

We are very grateful to Bill and Deborah and the BBC for organising this great adventure, the chance to see so
many amazing places and enjoy the good company of our fellow walkers both on the track and whilst enjoying
nibbles and a chat before we headed off for dinner.

Looking over the Lost City



Day 1: An exploration of the Mugil-Munim-ban Conservation area, walking towards the Genowlan (previously
Jenolan) Summit and then off-track through the Valley of the Dinosaurs and squeezing our bodies through the
Ultimate Slot Canyon.

Day 2: A trip to the Wollemi National Park to visit the Lithgow Glow Worm tunnel, a disused railway tunnel.
Followed by a visit to Dry Canyon, where we walked through a deep gorge of towering cliffs.

Day 3: The iconic Grand Canyon Walk with its lush ferns, sandstone cliffs and waterfalls. We finished the day with
a scamper up a ladder to Cox’s Cave to enjoy views of surrounding cliffs.



Day 4: We bush bashed, rock scrambled and crossed a river to get to and from Gooch’s Crater, which is actually a

hanging swamp surrounded by spectacular pagoda rock formations.

Day 5: A day to get wet feet with a visit to the River Caves Canyon, where we waded through knee high water,
followed by a short steep scramble out of the canyon. We then walked the Lost City track and enjoyed the
panoramic views of the pagoda rock formations which feature distinctive layers of ironstone banding.

Day 6: Our final hike was to the Ruined Castle, a rock formation within the Jamison Valley. Some fearless folk
scrambled to the top of the rock, while others rested in preparation for the 1000+m ascent on the return trip!

Fungi galore



Independent Hiking in Spain

Peter Dalton

Walkable Dam Wall near La Adrada

It’s very easy to plan to ‘do your own thing’ in Spain! Unhurried travel, if you have the time, is highly
recommended.

I've been asked how we find interesting walks, how we travel from place to place, where we find places to stay
(we spend 5 nights/4 walking days in each location) and so on. So, here is the way we do it and the same

principles apply no matter where you go in Spain or most of Europe.



Roman Bridge near Candeleda

First. We decide on a general area or areas. This year we chose both the Avila area (about 100 km west of Madrid)
and the Aracena district (about 80 km west of Seville). Travelling to and from these regions allowed us to have
some city time in Granada, Madrid and Cordoba, where there are also surprisingly good walks to be had.

Second. We then selected a town at random in the first of these regions and did a search on Wikiloc.com to see
what was on offer. This research takes a while and sometimes results in choosing a nearby town instead.

About Wikiloc. Outdoor enthusiasts generously upload GPS routes, usually with photos and handy notes of
activities (not just hiking) they have completed. These are then made available to the public. It’s best to create an
account (free and no spam), but not essential. There is no need to pay for the premium version. There is a detailed
guide to using Wikiloc at the BBC website and more information in the October 2025 newsletter, which can be
found in the Resources area on the BBC website.

The first town we selected was La Adrada and it produced 7645 trails. After applying filters to narrow the offerings
down to only circuit hikes of less than 500 m climb and between 10-20 km distance, this figure came down to 274
trails. Many of these are repeated several times, but with different titles chosen by the contributors, so there are
really less than 100 walks.

Third. Having decided that enough of the walks looked attractive, we next checked to see if we could get to and
from there on public transport — yep, there are two buses to/from Madrid daily.

Fourth. Does the town have a supermarket, because we self-cater? Yep, three of them. Bars and cafes? Of course,
it’s Spain.

Fifth. Can we find accommodation with a kitchen and washing machine at a reasonable price? Yes again, although

the manager of the one we chose insisted we pay in cash on arrival. These are found at booking.com, Airbnb.com
and casas rurales.

Sixth. We used the same process for Aracena, Galaroza and Los Pelayos. All walks must be walkable from the front
door and back to our accommodation, possibly via a bar on the way out for coffee and for a cold drink on return.

Seventh. Now it is time to download the routes from Wikiloc to your smartphone — we do this via our computer so
that we have a copy there that we can email to our partner or anybody else. We use the Backcountry Navigator
App which allows us to download maps to the smartphone to use in conjunction with the GPS routes — there is now
no need for mobile phone coverage. You can surely do the same with whichever App you use.
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Book your flights and away you go!

This year we arrived and left from the southern city of Malaga, which worked out well. We stayed 5 nights in each
of the country towns —and 5 in Madrid, Granada and Cordoba, with one each way at Malaga.

Moorish bridge near La Adrada Arch on the road up to the Alhambra Granada

Spanish Quirks and Hints — don’t be daunted by the various Apps suggested; they are free and safe

e Smoking is enjoying an upsurge — it’'s commonplace in outdoor drinking and dining areas.

e Cash (‘effectivo’) is still widely used in country areas and some places won’t accept cards for amounts less than
5 Euros. With a coffee costing 1.50 Euros or less, you should budget on needing 10-15 Euros in cash per week.

e If your smartphone is less than 5 years old, you should be able to use an E-Sim instead of a physical card. We
have used Ubigi and Saily. You only need data, which is inexpensive. Google them for info.

e WhatsApp is widely used and allows you to send messages to an accommodation provider, for example, in
English and they’ll arrive in Spanish and vice-versa. This is very handy when coordinating when and where to
collect the keys. Even with just a data plan, you can still make voice calls using WhatsApp and, inexplicably, it’s
FREE. Download Whatsapp from the Google Play Store or Apple App Store.

e Book trains in advance because they sometimes sell out. Note that tickets for most routes don’t become
available until around 60 days ahead of the due date. If you book through the national carrier’s (RENFE)
website, the tickets are cheaper than through other sellers.

e Baggage goes through a scanner at major train stations, so allow time for this.

e We always book longer-distance buses in advance. It's probably not necessary, but it does confirm the timings
and shows you where to catch the bus. The Rome2Rio App gives information on train and bus timetables.

e Follow the bus’s progress on Google Maps and you won’t inadvertently go past your stop.

e Can’t understand a sign, document or even a menu? Download an App called Deepl. Get instant translation or
press the photo icon and take a temporary photo which will now show the text in English.

e Spaniards are often loud; they’re not arguing but it sure sounds like it.

e Inthe country everybody expects to be greeted, so remember to at least say ‘Hola’ when you pass someone in
the street, walk into a café, supermarket, shop or bar. They will respond with ‘Hola’ and/or ‘buenos dias’ (or a
shortened variation on this which is the equivalent of ‘G’day’).

e On arrival at a town, identify where the bus picks up from for your later departure.
| won’t go on, but if you have any questions, please send them to editor@brindabellabushwalking.org.au
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Change to the Membership Form

When it comes time to submit your annual application to renew club membership (after the AGM sets the fees),
you will see a new item asking you to indicate the age group you belong to. There will be seven options for each
adult, as shown below. Bushwalking NSW requires this data for statistical purposes—your name will not be
provided to them.

AGE - PLEASE SELECT YOUR AGE GROUP

Age 18-24
Age 25-34
Age 35-44
Age 45-54
Age 55-69
Age 7T0-84
Age 85 or above

———————

Coming Up This Month

(See the program on the website for more details; Wednesday Walks have been omitted)

Date Walk Title km | Rating Leader

Sat 6 Jun Spring Creek and Gorge*** 9 Medium (9) Peter Dalton

Sun 7 Jun Fadden Ramble 10 | Easy(7) Peter Boyland
Mon 8 Jun Kings Birthday Walk and Coffee Morning - - Elaine Atkinson
Sat 13 Jun Three Lookouts at Booroomba Rocks 14 | Medium (8) Wayne Holgate
Sun 14 Jun Pyramid Hill and Gibraltar Slabs 7.5 | Medium (10) Henry Gardner
Sat 20 Jun Little Ginini via Stockyard Spur 15 Medium (11) Phillip Hope

Sun 21 Jun Mushroom Rock 8 Easy (6) Michael Clisby
Sat 27 Jun Devils Peak 13 Medium (9) Tim Wright

Sun 28 Jun To be Advised tba | Easy Sheree Bamforth

***Note: The programmed walk to Tallaganda on 6 June will not go ahead due to road closures and bridgework.
A detailed description of this replacement walk will be emailed to all members.

e —————

DO NOT BE FOOLED! .
Generally | think I’'m reasonably

MY DUCKS ARE NOT IN A ROW. |nte|||gent

SOME ARE MISSING. ONE IS ON FIRE, Then sometimes | click the remote

ONE IS NAPPING IN THE CORNER AND car door lock a 2nd or 3rd time for

I'M PRETTY SURE ONE IS ACTUALLY A PIGEON. extra lockiness.




Walk Statistics for May

In May the club offered 23 walks involving over 280 walkers.

Weekend Walks Activity Numbers
02-May-26 |Autumn Walk and Picnic 6
03-May-26 [Stockyard Spur from Corin Dam 5
09-May-26 |Glenburn and Burbong Heritage Precinct 6
10-May-26 |Pierces Hill and Camel Hump 4
10-May-26 |Short weekend walk - Black Mt Ring Walk 12
16-May-26 |Short weekend walk - Hughes and Garran green spaces 8
16-May-26 |Western Foreshore Googong Dam 10
17-May-26 |Devils Gap 5
23-May-26 [Tin Hut Dam to Wells Inlet 5
23-May-26 [Short weekend walk - Mt Stromlo Equestrian Loop 11
24-May-26 |London Bridge to Washpen Crossing 11
30-May-26 |Yankee Hat Art 15
31-May-26 |Tracks around Strathnairn 10
BBC led Easy/Medium and Medium/Hard walks

06-May-26 |Mt Mugga, Callam Brae & Isaacs Ridge 27
06-May-26 |Lees Creek 9
06-May-26 |McKeahnie Trig from Corin Rd 7
20-May-26 |Molonglo Gorge Plus 30
20-May-26 |[Murrumbidgee on the Wild Side 10
20-May-26 |Spring Creek Circuit 11
Wednesday Easy walks

06-May-26 |Fetherston Gardens and Oakey Hill 23
13-May-26 |Holder Wetlands 28
20-May-26 |Arboretum 21
27-May-26 |Red Hill Lookout 15

—————

The doctor said | had to lose weight;
“don’t eat anything fatty”.

Actually he might have said
“Don’t eat anything, fatty”
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SOCIAL NEWS JUNE 2026

SOCIAL NEWS JUNE 2026

Saturday 2 May 2026: 2 hr walk among the beautiful autumn trees and lake views in Weston Park (photos below)
and the historic Westridge House and School of Forestry in Banks Street. 6 walkers and 10 for lunch. Those who
attended enjoyed the morning, but this will not be a repeat event. | propose a day walk in the area instead.

Upcoming events:

2 hr walk (shorter if you wish) on Monday 8 June in the Arboretum followed by coffee at the village centre. | will
send an email closer to the date. If poor weather, it will be a coffee morning without the walk. Do you remember
the controversy surrounding the development of the arboretum? For further information check out the following
link). https://www.nationalarboretum.act.gov.au/top-stories/national-arboretum-canberra-a-twenty-year-story

Elaine (Social Convenor)
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Jokes for June

Looking Into Essential Oils...
Which One Is It That
Calms Other People Down?

Chloroform?
It's Chloroform Isn't It?
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